
MEETING MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF DEVILS LAKE, ND 

JANUARY 21, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the Devils Lake City Commission was held on January 21 2025 with the 
following members present: President Moe and Commissioners Hach, Knowski, Pierce, and 
Uhlenkamp. 
 
MEETING ITEMS 

1) Call to Order 

2) Approval of Minutes – January 06, 2024 

 

Commissioner Knowski made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the January 06, 

2025, regular meeting. Commissioner Pierce seconded the motion, and the motion was carried 

unanimously.  

 

AWARDS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS – 5:30 PM 
 

BID OPENINGS  
 

VISITORS OR DELEGATIONS 
1) Devils Lake Regional Airport – Introduction of New Manager – Dominic Eritano 

 
The Chairman of the Devils Lake Municipal Airport Authority introduced the new Airport 
Manager, Dominic Eritano.  
 

2) Forward Devils Lake – Introduction of New Executive Director – Brady Ash 
 
Brady Ash introduced himself as the new Executive Director for Forward Devils Lake.  
 

3) Sean Roed – Lake Region Joint Training Center 
 
Sean Roed gave an update on the Lake Region Joint Training Center. He said the old building has 
been completed gutted out and new plumbing has been installed. They have a lot of equipment 
that is ready to be installed and primarily they are waiting on an electrician to needed electrical 
work completed before they can proceed further.  
 
He also provided an update on some bills at the ND Legislature impacting ambulance services in 
the state.  
 



COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS  
 
Commissioner Knowski – The City Engineer said everything was going well in the Utilities 
Department.  
 
Commissioner Hach – the City Engineer said he was engaged by the Lake Region Snowmobile 
Club. He said they have proposed some adjustments to the current trail alignment along the flood 
protection. He said the Snowmobile Club is working on amending their agreement. The City 
Engineer said everything was going well in the Sanitation Department.  
 
Commissioner Uhlenkamp – the City Engineer said everything was going well in the Public Ways 
Department.  
 
Commissioner Pierce – The Fire Chief said they are just waiting for the FAA to sign off on the 
changes to the airport’s plans for them to assume the ARFF mission.  
 
Commissioner Pierce said he testified at the state legislature regarding concerns about the 
financial burden that will be placed on the local UAS team if they must replace their Chinese 
Manufactured Drones. He said he advocated additional state funding for their replacement.  
 
Commissioner Pierce said they are inquiring about multiple plots of land east of town for a 
potential future location of the Lake Region Law Enforcement Center. He said he is discussing 
with the City Engineer the pros and cons of each location from a development and infrastructure 
need standpoint. He said they have the architect working on two plans for a design of a new 
LRLEC, one with all current parties included and one without the Devils Lake Police Department.  
 
President Moe – The Police Chief said everything was going well in their department.  
 
The City Administrator said that they will provide a presentation to the Commission for their 
consideration regarding the overall city facility plans, to include the budgeted renovation for City 
Hall. He added that it appears property tax caps coming out of the ND Legislative session appear 
to be eminent, and it is just really in what form they will come in. The City Administrator added 
that they will need to have a conversation regarding City policy for greenfield development. He 
said the City had traditionally placed the land into a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) district to help 
finance the project, but that is no longer permitted do to changes in state law a decade ago.  
 
The City Attorney said he sent a letter to an owner of a liquor establishment downtown relating 
to a couple violations from October and the owner agreed to a two day voluntary suspension. He 
said he sent a follow-up letter to the owner as well.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
1) Sale of City Property to Ryan and Allison Yoder 

 

The City Engineer gave an overview of the property and the portion to be soled to Ryan and 

Allison Yoder. Commissioner Uhlenkamp made a motion to approve the Sale of City Property. 

Commissioner Pierce seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously on a 

roll call vote.  

 

2) City Revitalization – 2025 

 

Commissioner Hach made a motion to approve the changes to the City Revitalization program 

with Gate City Bank for 2025. Commissioner Pierce seconded the motion, and the motion was 

approved with Commissioners Moe, Hach, Pierce, and Uhlenkamp voting aye. Commissioner 

Knowski was not present to vote.  

 

3) Lighting Agreement with ND Department of Transportation 

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the lighting agreement with the ND 

Department of Transportation. Commissioner Uhlenkamp seconded the motion, and the 

motion was approved unanimously.  

 

4) Ottertail Power Company Utility Easement 

 

Commissioner Knowski made a motion to approve the utility easement for Otter Tail Power 

Company. Commissioner Hach seconded the motion, and the motion was approved 

unanimously.  

 

5) Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an Improvement – Str. Improvement 81-25 

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an 

Improvement for Str. Improvement 81-25. Commissioner Uhlenkamp seconded the motion, and 

the motion was approved unanimously.  

 

6) Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an Improvement – Str. Improvement 82-25 

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an 

Improvement for Str. Improvement 82-25. Commissioner Uhlenkamp seconded the motion, and 

the motion was approved unanimously.  



 

7) Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an Improvement – Str. Improvement 83-25 

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an 

Improvement for Str. Improvement 83-25. Commissioner Knowski seconded the motion, and the 

motion was approved unanimously.  

 

8) Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an Improvement – Str. Improvement 84-25 

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an 

Improvement for Str. Improvement 84-25. Commissioner Hach seconded the motion, and the 

motion was approved unanimously.  

 

9) Resolution Declaring the Necessity of an Improvement – Str. Improvement 85-25 

 

Commissioner Uhlenkamp made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the Necessity of 

an Improvement for Str. Improvement 85-25. Commissioner Pierce seconded the motion, and 

the motion was approved unanimously.  

 

10) Task Force on Downtown Safety 

 

The City Administrator said the City administrative team reviewed calls for service data in the 

downtown area. He said that the location with the liquor license establishment that has 

disproportionally been in violation of the terms of their license and subject to a high level of 

calls for service was notified their liquor license will be under scrutiny and distinct review by the 

City Commission near renewal time, or before if circumstances warrant.   

 

The City Administrator reviewed ideas for the creation of a Downtown Safety Task Force and 

members of the Task Force. Commissioner Pierce said he wants to improve the coordination 

between mental health professionals and other service providers. He apologized to the shelter 

for some misleading things he communicated at the last City Commission meeting.  

 

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to establish the Task Force on Downtown Safety. 

Commissioner Uhlenkamp seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously.  

 

 

 

 



LIST OF BILLS 

Commissioner Hach made a motion to approve the List of Bills. Commissioner Pierce seconded 

the motion, and the motion was carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 

 

 
 
__________________________________ __________________________________ 
SPENCER HALVORSON  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR/AUDITOR 

JIM MOE 
PRESIDENT OF CITY COMMISSION 

 


